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LOCAL NEWS

Last minute lobsters

Fiordland lobster fishermen are hoping the
Chinese Mew Year will result in a strong
demand for their product and enable them
Lo finigh the season on a high.

The season ends on March 31 and while
bath the quantity and quality of crayfish has
been high. around 20 percent of the year's
allowable catch was still to be landed at the
end of [ast year,

That's primarily because the high Mew
Zealand dallar has hampered export returns
and mary fishermen have gambled on the
often fickle festival market at the end of the
season (o bolster their income.

Fiardland Lobster Company chief executive
Mike Schuck said it was a risky mave and
nat one the company encouraged. While the
Chinese Mew Year often proved lucrative,
there were other years when the haped lor
returns simply didn’t eventuate. Last year
the Fiordland Lobster Company processed
around 30 tonnes for the Chinese Mew Year
market, this year it has around 100 tonnes.
Added to that was Iano-wletlge that western
and southern Australia was also producing
lebster at the moment and the New Zealand
dallar was still high.

“That's not a very good position,”

One of those witness to the large number
of lobster coming out of Fierdland at
present is Alpine Choppers which has baen
transferring much of the catch. Te Anau-
based chief pilot Gaven Burgess said two
heavy lift Squirrel helicopters had shifted
several tonnes from boats o factories last
waek, with mare loads this weak. The fish

are carried Inside the choppers, gracled at
the factonies, packed and exported live to
the off-shore markets.

The Fiordland lohster fishery is part of the
CRAS management area, Introduced in
1998 to protect and enhance the fishery,
the allowable take was radically reduced,
pulting many lisharmen under Severa
financial pressure and forcing many others
out af the industry altogsther. Howewver,
since then lobster numbers have shown
marked improvement to the extent that this
year's total allowable commercial catch was
rased to 1019 wnnes, the highest in many
YRS,

CRAE Management Committee chigf
executive Malcolm Lawson said the CRAS
area currently represented 37 percent of
the total allowable commercial cateh In
Mew Zealand. [Lwas a success story that
was now in the process of being replicated
around the country and was also attracting
international interest. But it didn’t happen
ovemight.

“It didn't happen without ellort and impact.
Mow, with those sacrilcies, we're seaing
the other side of it and they're getting the
benefit from it,” he said,

“The =tate of the fishery, with the good
abundance there, is not just good for the
cornrmercial ishery, iU's good lor amateurs,
customary fishermen and also people who
just like to know that there's plenty of fish
out there in the water,” Mr Lawsaon said.

“The management regime we have in place
is fairly conservative, we'ra not out there

District council offers online service

Southland District Council customers ane
now able to make a request for service
anling, thanks to an initiative launched in
December,

Customer services manager Janet
Thomas sald requests could be made on a
diverse range of Issues, from abandoned
vihicles 1o potholes. Found under Onling
Services on the Southland District Coundil
website, all requests are actioned on the
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St Andrews Hall
SAT 6th FEB - 7.30pm
Book: Peter Cairns Music
kine
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INVERCARGILL

First Presbyterian Church

SUN 7th February - 3pm

Book: Trevor Daley MusicWorks

following working day and forwarded to the
appropriate coundl member to follow up,
Mrs Thomas said. There was also an aption
to be contacted further in regard to the
request.

“There are marny benefits of this new
service especially for those who live in
isolated areas of the districl. The Servica
allows our cuslomers easy access o
council services and the oppartunity to

TE ANAU

Te Anau Club

MON 8th FEB - 7.30pm
Book: Te Anau Club

Alpine Chopper pilots Brendan Thow (right) and Dale Green unload lebster from their machines and
into 2 waiting trsck at Manapouri Airport Last week,

trying to take every last one that we can...
thare’s batter value to be gained by baing
conservative and allowing the ishermean the
appartunity to pick and choose when they
go fishing and the grades that they land.”

Because of the high New Zealand dollar,
rmany fishermen this year elected to hold
back on their quota, gambling on the
passibility of higher prices coinciding with
Chinese Maw Year festivities.

“By all accounts there's good ameounts

ol juvenile fish around as well 50 that will
corme inte the fishery over the next Tew
vears so things are looking good as far as
that's concerned,” Mr Lawson said.
“Because of the level of confidence in the
fisheries we're seeing reinvestment and
peaple buying new boals, [1's cerlainly one
of the anly inshore fisheries in the country
where that’s happened.”

To the end of December there was
atill about 200 tonnes 1o be landed
Tar this fishing year.

The total allowable commercial
catch is reviewed annually and
recomimendations for the next
fishing year are due to be made to
the Minister for Fisheries soon.

® Farm sheds and
buildings

lodge a request for service any time
of the day or night.” she said.

Different requests would have
different pricrities in the council
system and therefore resolution
timeframes would vary, Mrs Thomas
said. For urgent matiers customers
should call 0800 732 732 direct
any time so the issue could he deakt
with immediately,
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housing

e Altera

* All other general
building needs

Email: mchughbuil

BUILDING LTD.

For a complete building
service with quality
workmanship, give
Ben McHugh a
call today.

Cell: 027 537 9793
AfH: 03 236 9835

ng@windowslive.com
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